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Breaking News!! 
New location for IFMA 

luncheons 
Beginning Thursday March 

13th 

The new venue is Flemings 

Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar 

at the Domain. 

The address is 11600 Century 

Oaks Terrace,  

February 2014 Newsletter 
Message from the President  

 
Happy 2014!  

As we move into a new year, let’s be loud and 

proud about IFMA Austin.  

I challenge our members to educate facility 

professionals that do not belong to our 

organization, about IFMA Austin. Our members 

are the tops in their profession. 

The January luncheon was very educational with Austin Energy's Scott 

Jarman discussing commercial energy efficiency programs and 

initiatives.  

The Programs Committee has many interesting and educational topics 

planned for this year.  Be sure to look for your monthly Cvent invitation in 

your email.   

 

Our next luncheon is Thursday, February 13th at Maggiano’s and our 

speaker is Jeffrey J. Tafel, CAE, the Executive Director of the IFMA 

Foundation.  

He will be discussing the IFMA Foundation - Top Ten Trends. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Luncheon  
 

Recent & Upcoming 
Trends in IFMA   

Presented by Jeffrey J. Tafel, 

Executive Director of the IFMA 

Foundation. 

 

Jeff will be reviewing the top 

10 trends identified by IFMA 

 and how IFMA, the IFMA 

Foundation, and IFMA 

membership in general can 

help members to meet the 

challenges of those trends. He 

will also present the chapter 

with an overview of the work of 

the IFMA Foundation.  

Welcome New Members 
 Kirk Adkisson - Owner 

N2 Green Energy 
 

 Isaac Perez - Facilities Manager 
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 

 
Rene Rice - Sr Facilities & Corp 

Services 

The sponsorship program is in full swing! An email recently went out to 

all members with the sponsorship details. Don’t miss this great 

opportunity to support IFMA Austin!     

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact Scott 

Slaughter with Austin Business Furniture at Scott Slaughter 

scott.slaughter@abfurn.com 

Be sure to make plans to attend IFMA Facility Fusion 2014. This year, 

the event will be in Washington DC on April 15th – 17th.  Visit the IFMA 

International website at http://facilityfusion.ifma.org/dc for all the details.  

If you have any questions, suggestions or need assistance, please 

contact me, a Board Member or a Committee Chair.  This is YOUR 

organization; let’s make 2014 an outstanding year for IFMA Austin! 

 

	  
News of the Weird: FM Complaints 

Sometimes the requests and complaints facility managers have to field defy easy 

classification. Here are some of the more...unusual...stories submitted by Building 
Operating Management readers...read more 

 

	  
Featured Facility 

 
Maria Wright 

Real Estate & Workplace - VMware 

Workplace Manager - Americas Central & LATAM 
	   

What is the name of your facility?   



Electronic Arts 

  

Tech Corner 

 
One of  the biggest challenges today in 
operating a building efficiently, is fully 
utilizing the facilities Building Automation 
System, or BMS as its sometimes called. 
 
In reading through that stack of 
magazines everyone gets each month I 
found a very good article in one of the 
recent issues of Building Operating 
Management Magazine, that highlights 6 
essential steps for maximizing these 
systems.   
 
Building control systems have long been 
promoted as the end-all, be-all for 
building occupant comfort and energy 
conservation. But when facility managers 
compare their building’s performance to 
that of other facilities....... read more 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Our Sponsors 

 
The 2014 Annual Sponsorship program 
is now available. If you wanted to gain 
more exposure to the Members of IFMA 
Austin and would like to reserve your 
spot at all the major IFMA events for the 
year, check out the Annual Sponsorship 
program for The IFMA Chapter of Austin. 

Contact Scott Slaughter at 512 964-
5124 or sslaughter@abfurn.com if you 
have questions.  
 
Click here for additional sponsorship 
information. 

           
  

 Platinum Level 

VMware San Clemente – Austin Texas  

What is the total square footage managed?   

77,469 sq.ft 

       

What sets your facility apart from the competition? 

 
 
Combined with an energized  
workforce, the wonderful amenities  
and collaborative workspace make 
our facilities the best place to be.                                                    

Describe the single biggest challenge within your facilities? 

The biggest challenge today, accommodating substantial growth through 

expansion projects and constant people movement.  

What is your corporate view on Sustainability? 

In addition to our current recycling programs and energy efficient building 

practices, our company is presently forming a global task-force 

committee to ensure that all areas of Sustainability are addressed 

throughout our facilities worldwide.  

When a customer enters your facility, describe the experience you 
want for them.   

We want our customers and guests to feel welcome, energized and 

inspired! 



  

 

  

 Gold Level 

  

This spot available  
  

Silver Level 
  

 

	    
  

 Bronze Level 
  

  

  

  

   

Sammy's House  

 

 
IFMA Community services leader Todd 
Coleman who has met with the Sammy's 
House Manager, is working out the details 
for our next volunteer project.   
 
Together they are planning a volunteer 

 

Featured Associate - Cold Call - 
	  

	   	  

Name: Erin Boubel 

Title: Account Executive 

Name of your 
Employer: Accruent                     

            

Describe your company’s core competency.                            
  

Accruent offers comprehensive real estate and facilities management 

software for customers in the Corporate, Higher Education, Wireless and 

Retail industries. As part of Accruent’s facility management solutions, the 

360Facility product line offers comprehensive work order, preventive 

maintenance and asset management for the Corporate & Service 

Provider sectors.  

Describe your primary job functions. 

As an account executive for the corporate industry, my primary goals are 

to build relationships and drive new accounts to help us achieve annual 

sales goals. I spend time obtaining referrals from industry sources to 

identify prospects and I manage a prospect database. I also participate in 

market analysis to determine market need for our product. 

Describe an average day. 



event for the warmer days ahead, possibly 
just after the April luncheon. 
 
Stay tuned, more details to come. 

 New Things on Our Web 
Site: 

  

• Christmas Party Pictures 

• January's Austin Energy 

Presentation 

• A Facilities Management 

Workshop  

• Next weeks program at the 

Domain 

• Free Energy Star Workshop 

http://www.ifma-austin.org/ 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most exciting aspects of working at Accruent is that my role is 

always changing and growing based on the sales opportunity. I travel 

frequently to meet with customers and prospects or to attend conferences 

and trade shows. 

What type of clients do you work with? 

I focus on our corporate accounts and primarily work with facilities 

managers. I also work with real estate managers, IT managers and 

system analysts depending on the project and client need. 

Percentage of your work and clients that are local/regional/national. 

Our customers are based all over the world with more than 400 corporate 

organizations in 56 countries using Accruent’s 360Facility solution. I 

focus on the West Coast. 

How long have you been in this field? 

I have been in technology sales for around seven years and facilities 

management for almost a year now.  

How’s business right now? 

Business is doing well. We will end the year strong and it’s a great time to 

be a part of the Accruent team. 

Identify some challenges to your industry. 

 

Right now, one of the main challenges in the industry is showing the 

value of moving to the Cloud. Our corporate product, 360Facilty, is 

completely SaaS-based and helps reduce maintenance budgets and 



	  
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

increase proactive maintenance activity. 

Tell us about your personal life, family, hobbies and interests 
outside work. 

I love to travel, cook and have just recently started painting. 

Can we quote you on that? 

If you’re ever in a rut, think of three things that you are grateful for, 

anything – air, food, your cat, etc. and I can guarantee you won’t be able 

to stop at three and you will begin to feel better immediately!   

	  
 

 Click on these links for information both local and internationally 

    

Thank you for taking the time to read this edition of the  IFMA newsletter.  

Please reach out to Tim Geier if you would like to share your thoughts or 

suggestions regarding this publication. 

 

timothy.geier@oracle.com 
	  

	  	  

	   	  

 
 


